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At that time Jesus left [Samaria] for Galilee. 

For Jesus himself testified 

that a prophet has no honor in his native place. 

When he came into Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, 

since they had seen all he had done in Jerusalem at the feast; 

for they themselves had gone to the feast. 

Then he returned to Cana in Galilee, 

where he had made the water wine. 

Now there was a royal official whose son was ill in Capernaum. 

When he heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, 

he went to him and asked him to come down 

and heal his son, who was near death. 

Jesus said to him, 

“Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe.” 

The royal official said to him, 

“Sir, come down before my child dies.” 

Jesus said to him, “You may go; your son will live.” 

The man believed what Jesus said to him and left. 

While the man was on his way back, 

his slaves met him and told him that his boy would live. 

He asked them when he began to recover. 

They told him, 

“The fever left him yesterday, about one in the afternoon.” 

The father realized that just at that time Jesus had said to him, 

“Your son will live,” 

and he and his whole household came to believe. 

Now this was the second sign Jesus did 

when he came to Galilee from Judea. 
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The Gospel this morning comes from the beginning of the Galilean ministry of Jesus. He 

returns from Jerusalem to his home territory probably to be less conspicuous to the 

religious leaders, who he had so recently antagonized in Jerusalem by driving the money 

changers from the Temple area. He returns to Cana in Galilee, the site of the first of his 

many signs, the making of water into wine, a sign of the abundance of the age of the 

messiah that had dawned in Jesus. 

The Gospel today narrates the second sign. The healing of the royal official’s son at a 

distance. At the same time, the officer’s faith in Jesus undergoes a change. “UNLESS 

YOU PEOPLE SEE SIGNS AND WONDERS, YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE,” Jesus says. 

There are two kind of signs. One is the kind that expresses lack of faith. It is a demand 

that Jesus do some wonder to prove who he says he is. This kind of sign in John’s Gospel 

does not lead to faith, but rather increased hostility to Jesus. 

The second kind of signs are the rather spectacular deeds that Jesus does in the first 

part of John’s Gospel, about seven of them. But the important aspect of them is not their 

wonder producing element, but their ability to lead people to faith in Jesus. The whole 

purpose of the Fourth Gospel is to bring the reader to faith in Jesus in order that the 

reader might have life in his name. The evangelists tells us that explicitly at the end of 

his Gospel. All through the Gospel the evangelist is pursuing his purpose. Authentic 

signs are those things which lead one to faith and which convert beginning faith and 

inadequate faith to the kind of faith Jesus is looking for. The second sign in today’s 

Gospel is meant to show that Jesus has the power to give life. The royal official’s son is 

at the point of death. Jesus restores his life. But Jesus is even able to return life to the 

dead, and not only to return people to this life, but to the resurrected life of the 

kingdom. 

All the signs in the first part of the Gospel point to the greatest of the signs: Jesus’ own 

resurrection from the dead. There are only two places where the mother of Jesus is 

present in John’s Gospel; at the first sign in Cana and at the foot of the cross as Jesus 

accomplishes the salvation of the world, as he is lifted up to draw all to himself. 

Our Lenten season and practices are signs. They are meant to point to something 

beyond themselves. They testify to faith, our faith, that there is more to reality than 

meets the eye, that we have a lasting home that is not here. If there were nothing beyond 

this life, then penance and fasting and self-denial, dying to self, picking up one’s cross, 

and the like would have no meaning – worse it would be foolishness. We believe that he 

culmination of the life that Jesus gives as the Son is union with the Father in the power 

of the Holy Spirit forever. 


